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Participants at the 1975 Asiloniar conference. The legacy of Asilomar remains a
powerful influence on biotechnology even 10 years after the conference occurred.

untrammeled by guidelines or regulations. On the other were those
who believed that the potential dangers demanded restrictions, or at
least that self-imposed guidelines were far preferable to regulations
imposed from outside the scientific community. In the end the latter
group prevailed, and a statement of principles outlining a proposed set
of standards for recombinant DNA research was drafted.

The day after the conference a committee of scientists appointed by
the National Institutes of Health, now known as the Recombinant
DNA Advisory Committee (RAG), began converting the statement of
principles into formal guidelines. Issued in June 1976, the Guidelines
for Research Involving Recombinant DNA Molecules assigned different
types of experiments to different categories of risk. Certain experi-
ments were prohibited outright. Others had to be conducted using